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MINUTES OF A DISTRICT CONFERENCE. 


HELD IN THE TEMPERANCE HALL, MERTHYR TYDFIL, SOUTH WALES, 
ON SUNDAY, 257TH maRcH, 1866. 


(Reported by Elders Barry Wride and James Boden.) 


Present on the Stand—Brigham 
Young, jun., President of the Europ- 
ean Mission; Orson Pratt, sen., of 
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles ; 
Presidents of Districts, Elders Abel 
Evans, of the Welsh District, and 
Abram Hatch, of the Birmingham Dis- 
trict, also William D. Williams, late 
President of the Welsh District. Pre- 

illips, mo ; W. E. Lewi 
of Monmouthshires Phill: ip Dell 
Swansea ; John Evans, of Carmarthen- 
shire, and George Gibbs, of Pembroke- 
shire. Travelling Elders: John Parry, 
Griffith Roberts, Elias Morris, Barry 
Wride, William T. Jones, Evan A. 
Lar ga David Rees and James 

en. 


the choir, 
called to 


Oonference, and read the Statistical.| i 


Report, which represented the Con- 


but hoped, by 
faithf would come and 


ference as numberi 
He said he believed 
of members was on the increase, and 
that the Saints enjoyed the Spirit of 
the Lord. That in some places many 


of the world came to hear the Word 
preached by the brethren, that he 
he remained . 


wished to do good while 
here, and desired to see the Work of 
the Lord prosper in this Conference. 


Elder Phillip Dell reported the | 
Swansea Conference as 
286 members. Said that since he b 
labored in the ministry, he had endeav- 
ored to do the best he could to preach . 
the Word of Life unto the people ; 


that he thought at one time that 


would come forward and. embrace the | 


l, but that few had as yet con 
further. diligence 
unite with the.peapleof God. . _ 

Elder John Bvans reported the Car- 


Price One Penny- ae 


~ 


828 persons. 
t the number | 


marthenghire Conference as number- 4 


| 
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The meeting was called to order by | 
Elder A. Evans. After singing, pray- s 
er by Elder J. i and singing by q 
Elder W. Sy Phillips was “| 
spresent the Glamorgar j 
ng mempers. Pala Be leis 
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labored among a very good people, 
and had great pleasure among them, 
but that he had been released by Pre- 
sident Brigham Young, jun., at the 
last Birmingham Council, to go home. 
Said they had some opposition 
from apostates, but who at present 
were going to sleep, having been con- 

uered, and prayed that the Work of 
the Lord might continue to prosper in 
that region. 

Elder G. Gibbs reported the Pem- 
brokeshire Conference as numbering 
80 members, and although few in num- 
ber, they were a very good people, 
and that they had a great desire to go 
to the Valleys of the Mountains. 
That he rejoiced in his labors in pro- 
_moulgating the principles of truth 
among the people, but that many were 

roud and highminded, and were not 
Lesshte enough to bow to the ordi- 
nances of the Gospel; that he felt 

roud to have had the privilege of 
boring in the ministry. 

Elder G. Roberts reported the North 
Wales Conferences — Flint, Denbigh 
and Carnarvonshire — as numbering 
132 members. Said that the brethren, 
E. Price, Thomas P. Green and Ed- 
ward Roberts, who presided over these 
_ Conferences, were good and faithful 
men, and were always ready to do 
their utmost in rolling on the kingdom 
of God, and that the Saints, as a 
emer thing, were feeling first rate. 

e are baptizing a few now and then. 
Our field of labor is a large one, ex- 
tending over six counties. We found 
it necessary to move about and not 
stay long in one place, in order to 
keep the flame burning among the 
Saints. That he had seventeen years’ 
experience in the Church, and it was 
with him all the time, ‘‘ The kingdom 
of God or nothing at all.” 

Elder B. Wride was called on, in 
the absence of Elder William E. Lewis, 
to report the Monmouthshire Confe- 
rence, who said he had only labored 
one month in that part of the District, 
and could not say much about the 
financial and statistical affairs of the 
Conference; but, as a general thing, 
the Saints were manifesting a desire 
to live as acceptable members of the 
Church of Christ, but there was room 
for improvement. Said he had a great 
desire to labor for the upbuilding of 
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the kingdom of God and the salvation 
of the Saints. 

Elder William E. Lewis entering at 
this time, was called upon to report 
his labors, who said he had labored 
three years in the Monmouthshire 
Conference, and during that time had 
been striving to build up the kingdom 
of God, and the people, as a general 
thing, felt to do right, although there 
were some exceptions; that they had 
emigrated forty in the past year, and 
baptized forty-eight : total number in 
the Conference, 338. He felt thankful 
for the privilege of laboring in the 
ministry. 

Elder John Parry was called upon 
to read the appointments to fill the 
of the that were re- 
eased at the last Birmingham Council 
to go home, which were as follows :— 
Elder John Parry to preside over the 
Glamorgan Conference ; Elder Barry 
Wride over the Monmounthshire Con- 
ference ; Elder Elias Morris over the 
Swansea Conference; Elder Richard J. 
Davies over the Carmarthenshire Con- 
ference, and Elder William White 
over the Pembrokeshire Conference. 
Flintshire, Denbighshire and Car- 
narvonshire, to be united and called 
the North Wales Conference, and 
Thomas P. Green appointed to preside 
over it. Elder Griffith Roberts was 
appointed to take the oversight of 

orth Wales Conference, and divide 
it into smaller districts, as it seemeth 
him good. Elder Phillip Dell was re- 
leased from the Presidency of the 
Swansea Conference, to prepare to 
emigrate. 

Elder J. Parry was called to make a 
few remarks in Welsh, which he did, | 
speaking of the temporal blessings en- 
joyed by the Saints in Zion, and of 
the resources of the country. He gave 
good counsel to the Saints who are 
about to emigrate, and spoke of the 
trials they would have to endure; 
but if they were faithful and kept the 
Spirit of the Lord, they should have 
power to overcome all things. 

Elder Abel Evans was called to 
address the meeting. He spoke of the 
unity of the Saints in the Valley. 
Said that there were people from 


eleven different nations in the settle- 
ment that he lived in, and he never saw 
any strife or discord in their midst, 
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neither had they any trouble to get 
along, and the reason of their oneness 
was, because’ they had obeyed the 
same ordinances, partaken of the same 
influence, and drank of the same Spirit 
of the Gospel which leads those who 
obey it to see eye to eye in all thi 
Brother Evans repeated his re 

in Welsh. | 
“President B. Young, jun., arose and 
said, that it afforded him mach plea- 
sure to meet the Saints and the bre- 
thren in Wales. That three years had 
passed since he met last in that place 
with the Saints. That he had since 
then been home to the Valleys of the 
Mountains. He felt pleased to hear 
the brethren bear testimony of the 
truth that God had restored the Gos- 
pel to men on earth. Some mighi 
say that 1 am of the interested party. 
I am interested in the welfare and sal- 
vation of the people, also in my own ; 
but I receive no salary or pecuniary 
compensation for going to the nations 
to preach ; other occupations would 
have been more desirous, because I 
receive the persecution, revilings and 
frowns of the people; but I wish to 
labor where I will be of the most ser- 
vice in building up the kingdom of 
God on the earth. Raid that although 


some of the brethren had spoken in. 


the Welsh lan e, which he did not 
understand, he felt that they had been 
dictated by the good Spirit, and that 
they were doing the best they conld to 
advance the cause of God in this land, 
and that he was pleased to hear the 
reports of the different Conferences, 

Singing by the choir. Prayer by 
Elder Abram Hatch. 


2, p.m, 


Conference resumed. Singing by 
the choir. Prayer by Elder Griffith 
Roberts. 


Elder W. D, Williams said that he 
was glad to meet with the Saints in 
Conference, and that he always felt well 
in the Work of the Lord. e bore a 
strong testimony to the truth of the 
great Latter-day Work. Showed the 
inconsistency of the different creeds 
of the people in the world. Said he 
had been réleased to return home to 
a which he deemed a great privi-. 


ege. 
Elder Abram Hatch said he was 


2 


glad to have the o 
address 


— 
a e also said that he knew 
ose 


ceedingly glad for the. opportunity of 
visiting the Saints in a 


was pleased to meet with the Saints 
in Conference, and wished that all 


had a testimony of the Work of God 
for himself, and that he was not de- 
pendent upon any man for the testi- 
mony he had received. He had re- 
ceived it through the Spirit of God. 


fear God and keep his commandments, 
ledge of the Work he was engaged in. 


not want to have any communication 
between the heaven and the earth. 
Spoke of the great corruption that 
abounds among the people in the 
world. He showed ly the in- 


upon the earth without the spirit of 
unity among them. The Spirit of 
God is a Spirit of oneness. . Said that 
there is not a single sect u the 
face of the whole earth that belloves.. 
in the doctrines of Christ, as taught 
by Him in their purity. Showed that 
men, by human cannot un- 
derstand the principles of life and 
salvation. Said that as soon as peo- 
ple would yield obedience to the com- 
mands of God, their minds were en- 
lightened by the Spirit of God, that. 
they could understand. them alike. 
Said that wickedness and corruption 
were fast increasing, and that there 
was not that amount of innocence. 
among the inhabitants of the —— as 
there was fifty years ago. Showed by 
Scripture, that the principle of poly- 
gamy was of divine origin. Said that. 
man must become as humble as a little 


said the Saints were fast increasing 
ood works, and that the kingdom 
Goa was progressive one, and that 


for # short time. He. bore a strong: 
to the truth of ‘‘Mormon-.: 


Smith the Prophet from his - 


youth, and knew him to bea Christian. 
and a virtuous man. Said he wad ex-- 


President B. Young, jun., said he. 


that should be said might be dictated 
by the Spirit of God. Said that he: 


Said that his parents taught him to. 
but they could not give him a know- 
Showed that the sectarian world do- 


possibility for God to have: a people 


child, and yield to the requirementa of | 
the Gospel, before he can please God. . 
and be saved in his, kingdom. He 


im. 
of 
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there is no power on earth that can 
retard its progress. Said that the 
great difference between the Saints 
and the sectarian world was, that the 
Saints believed that revelation was 
necessary to lead mankind back to the 
presence of God, while the sectarian 
world rejected revelation. Exhorted 
the Saints to live faithfully and dili- 
gently their religion. 

Benediction by Elder Orson Pratt. 

6, p.m. 

Conference convened. Singing by 
the choir. Prayer by Elder Abel 
Evans. 

President B. Young, jun., then pre- 
sented the Authorities in Zion in the 
nsual manner, who were sustained by 
the unanimous vote of the Conference. 
Brigham Young, jun., President of 
the European Mission, Abel Evans, 
President of the Welsh District, and 
Eider John Parry as his counsellor, 
and the brethren according to the 
appointments in the forenoon, also the 
Branch Presidents, were all sustained 
by the unanimous vote of the Con- 
ference. 

Elder Orson Pratt, sen., being called 
upon to address the meeting, rose and 
said—This is the first time I have stood 
before a congregation in Wales. Al- 
though I have visited Great Britain 
at different times, and have also visited 
most of the Conferences, I often have 
had a desire to visit and bear my 
testimony in Wales. [I was called by 
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In this, however, we were mistaken : 
the Bible was written by a succession 
of Prophets and Apostles on the East- 
ern Continent, and handed down to 
us: the Book of Mormon is a pro- 
duction of inspired Prophets and 
Apostles on the Western Continent. 
Had not the Lord the same power to 
speak to the people on the Continent 
of America, as he had to speak to the 
eople in Asia or any other country ? 
s there anything unreasonable in the 
Lord’s holding communication with 
eople on the Western Hemisphere ? 
f the Lord is almighty, and every- 
where present, inquires the infidel, 
why did he not speak to other nations 
as well as to those in Palestine’? This 
question is a reasonable one, for he 
made the people on the Western Hemi- 
sphere, as well as those in Palestine or 
Judea? Referred to the prophecies 
in the 37th chapter of Ezekiel, con- 
cerning the stick of Jndah and the 
stick of Ephraim, each written upon. 
Most people are well aware that letters 
were then written on parchment aud 
rolled on a stick; copies of some of 
these manuscripts, in a mutilated con- 
dition, have reached our day; and 
their translations have been accom- 
lished by uninspired men, and called 
the Bible. Those who performed the 
work of translation, did the best they 
could: I am not finding fault with 
them ; but they did not profess reve- 
lation from God ; they rejected many 
of the manuscripts; this was done by 


revelation in 1830, to preach the Gos- | human wisdom,—by persons denying 


pel to this generation, and to bear’ the gift of revelation. 


testimony that God had commenced a 
Work and revealed the Book of Mor- 
mon through the Prophet Joseph. 
The same God that spoke to the 
ancients, spoke to me; this gave me 
much encouragement and great con- 
fidence to go forth in the face of oppo- 
sition. I endeavored to make myself 
acquainted with ancient prophecy, 
comparing it with modern prophecy : 
the more I studied and compared the 
Bible with the Book of Mormon, the 
more beauty and harmony I saw in 
them. The great events to take place 
in the latter days, have been clearly 
spoken of in these two books. We 
have been in the habit of supposing 
that the Bible contains all the revela- 
tions ever intended to be given. 


The Book of 
Mormon was not got up in this man- 
ner; but it was translated by the gift 
and power of God. It is because of 
this book that the Welsh nation have 
been so much blessed. I do know 
that the Spirit and power of God have 
been in your midst. Dan Jones did a 
great work in translating books for 
the benefit of the Welsh ; he enjoyed 
the Spirit of revelation; and also 
many others, through whom you have 
received many blessings. By what 
power did they act? Did they act in 
theirown name? No. It was in the 


name of the Lord Jesus; in his name 
you were baptized, and had hands 
aid upon you for the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. The Lord has many 
times shown forth his power by signs 
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and miracles, but these are small evi- 
dences to the mind, when compared 
with the greater evidence obtained 
through the reception of the Holy 
Ghost. They did not receive their 
power by signs; they did not learn 
the truth of these things by miracles ; 
but it was by the revelations of the 
Holy Ghost. There were a great many 
opinions concerning Jesus Christ ; 
sume conjecturing one thing, and 
others another ; some said that he was 
John the Baptist ; some Elias ; and 
others Jeremias, or one of the Pro- 
phets. But Jesus said unto the dis- 
ciples, Whom say ye that lam?! And 
Simon Peter said, thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. And Jesus 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona, for flesh and blood have not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
who isin heaven. He did not know 
that Jesus was the Clirist by the 
opinions of men, or by signs, or 
miracles: he knew by direct revela- 
tion from heaven. You have the 
testimony of your forefathers that the 
Bible is true; but that is not suffici- 
ent evidence to prove to you that it is 
so ; the only means by which you can 
know it to be true, is by having a 
testimony direct from heaven. This, 
also, is the way that you can know 
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of 
God, and that this Work is the Work 
of the Lord. Ons of the great objects 
that the Lord had in view im bringing 
forth the Book of Mormon, was the 
establishmeut of his kingdom on the 
earth. Many think that the kingdom 
has been on the earth since the days 
of the Apostles, and, consequently, 
that there is no need of its establish- 
ment; but the Latter-day Saints do 
not believe so, and they have suffici- 
ent evidence to prove differently. We 
real in the New Testament of its 
organization in the days of the Apos- 
tles, but we find nothing like it on 
the earth at present, except among 
the Latter-day Saints. The Romish 
Church say they have an Apostolic 
succession. But do they believe in 
new revelation? You ask them, and 
they will say, that they have had no 
revelation since the days of the Apos- 
tles. We read in the writings of Paul 
to the Hebrews concerning the Priest- 
hood, that no man taketh this honor 


of God as was Aaron. Kvery One 
that is acquainted with Bible history, 
can see that Aaron was called: by reve- 
lation through a Prophet. But the 


Romish priesthood have assumed this 


honor in a very different way. Many 
have taken Peter’s chair stuce, without 
revelation. Dr. Milner, a high autho- 
rity among the Catholies, in his writ- 
ings denies this principle, and con- 
sequently destroys or cuts his 
church from all divine anthority. 
King Henry VIII., when he founded 
the English Church, did not pretend 
to have received revelation from Ged. 
Martin Luther did not profess to have 
been called by revelation. . Many 
others came out and suffered death at 
the stake for their faith; they did 
well; I do not blame them; they did 
a great work, and will be rewarded for 
it ; they performed a work by which 
you now have liberty in Wales. Had 
it not been that they came forth in 
this manner, the strong hand of tyran- 
ny and oppression would have been 
felt severely throughout the world. 
Go and ask the different denomina- 
tions whether they have any new reve- 
lation ? and they will say, that Pro- 
phets and Apostles are not needed. 
The gift of prophecy and revelation, 
and the gifts of the aoe as enjoyed 
by the ancients, they alldeny. Their 
own testimony proves that they have 
not the fruits of the Gospel. Do they 
forbid the people to desire or pray for 
new revelation! Yes: they do so in 


the thirty-nine articles of the English - 


Church. Is not this shutting the 
channel of communication, and saying 
that God shall not speak to them? 
I feel sorry that men should refuse to 
receive information from a_ higher 
source ; for they are traditionated in 
this way, and I feel for them. Their 
traditions teach them to reject nearly 
ali the principles that resemble the 
Apostolic Church ; and, consequently, 
there is a great necessity for the re- 
establishment of the kingdom of God 
in the latter-days. God raised upa 
youth to bring forth the Book of Mor- 
mon. This great and important 
revelation of modern times, far sur- 
passes the productions and books of 
men ; a3 much so, as the wisdom of 
God surpasses the wisdum of men. 


unto himself, except he that is called 
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This book speaks of a great work that 
is to be brought about in the Latter- 
days, and of the zlory of the Latter- 
day Kingdom. These things are also 
dwelt upon in the Bible. John saw, 
that a m should be sent to the 
earth— , the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. People for many centuries 
past have of the power and gifts 
of the Gospel, but they have not en- 
joyed them ; neither could they enjo 
them without one wuthorized to ad- 
minister in the ordinances : it would 
be preposterous for me or any other 
man to officiate in the Gospel ordi- 
nances, without being called of God by 
revelation ; it and a 
great imposition. It is of great im- 
portance that mankind should be well 
informed in relation to these things. 
The Lord told Joseph that he should 
baptize the penitent believer for the 
remission of sins, and he should re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. No 
impostor would dare make these pro- 
mises; for if he did, the promised 
blessings would be withheld, which 
would effectually prove him to be an 
impostor; but if the promised bles- 
sings are received, the obedient would 
know that he is a true messenger. 
You have proved this to be true, and 
have manifested your faith by sending 
thousands from this country; such 
have left their nearest relations for the 
Gospel’s sake. Does this not prove 
the sincerity of the people? Could 
you get the different sects and denom- 
‘anations to do this? You incorporate 
this principle in their creeds, and you 
would soon see a great backing out. 
‘The Spirit of this \Vork moves upon 
the Saints without urging to go to 
‘Utah. It is reported that the people 
who inhabit that couutry are the worst 
people on the earth. Do you think 
that there could be such a great change 
‘In the people by merely crossing a 
certain point? There have been 125 
‘ships loaded with people like those 
who are before me; and I say that 
they are a kind and good pvople, and 
the longer they are together, the better 
they get. But enemies say you have 
that wicked Brigham Young amon 
you. But why do yov speak so mu 
about him?. Js it because he is kind 
and fatherly, and gives good father] 
counsel, as a good father on the eart 


the ocean bim in 1840, and back 
again, and performed many missions 
with him in the States, have tra. 
velled thousands of miles with him ; 
and if I know of any one who is fa itb- 
ful, and who has gacrificed all for the 
Gospel’s sake, itisthat man. I can 
say the same of many others who have 
been faithful and true to the kingdom 
to the present day. We do not need 
to urge the Saints to emigrate, for we 
know the feeling of the people is to 
leave this country, and go where they 
can enjoy more freedom and greater 
temporal blessings. (Spoke of the 
richness of the Mississippi valley, and 
the smallness of its popu tion in pro- 
portion to that of England.) But we 
do not gather for temporal blessings 
only, but to enjoy to a greater extent 
the blessings of the kingdom of God ; 
if you wish to live among a people 
that do unto others as they would 
wish others to do unto them, go to 
Utah; if you wish to live among a 
people who have sacrificed all for the 
Gospel’s sake, go to Utah. The Lord 
has sent us to declare to the people 
that he has spoken from the heavens, 
and to testify of the yreat events that 
are to take place on the earth. Would 
the people believe our prophetic testi- 
mony concerning the wara which were 
coming on America? It was told them 
years before, when all was peace. We 
were forced by our enemies to go to 
the Rocky Mountains; but, in the 
providence of God, it proved our sal- 
vation from the calamities and dread- 
ful scourges of war. In the great 
revelations which have in part been 
fulfilled, we can read the future of 
Great Britain, and the great events 
that are to transpire in relation to 
other nations, all of which will he 
fulfilled as literally as the past. (Spoke 
of the we Bet 
and ties.) They do not like © 
they are too Scriptural, 
and strike a death blow to human 
creeds. Our treatment to them in 
Utah is different, when they visit us; 
we invite them to our halls and places 
of worship to preach to as. may 
probably pay a visit to Wales agai, 
and travel through the Oonferen- 


ces. 
May the Lord bless you with a ful 
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(Continued from page 217.) 


RUINS OF UXMAL. 
‘At daybreak the next morning, 
with new Intlians and a guide on 
horseback from the hacienda, we re- 


sumed our journey. The surface of 
the country was the same, limestone 


with scrub-trees. There was not soil 
eno ugh to absorb the water 


Simon, had left. for Merida, 


which | ed 


in puddles in the hollows of | comf 


the stones. At nine o’clock we reached 
another hacienda, smaller than the 
last, but still having a lordly appear- 
ance, where, as before, the women 
were drawing water by a wheel. The 
major-domo expressed his sense of the 
honor conferred upon him by our 
visit, and his anxiety to serve ws, 
gave us a breakfast of milk, tortillas 
and wild honey, and furnished us with 
other Indians and a guide. We 
mounted again; very soon the sun 
became intensely hot ; there were no 
trees to shade us, and we suffered ex- 
cessively. At half-past twelve we 
passed some mounds of ruins a little 
off the road, but the sun was so scorch- 
ing that we could not stop to examine 
them, and at two o’clock we reached 


Uxmal. Little did I think, when.1 | th 


made the acquaintance of my .unpre- 
tending friend in New York, that I 
should ride upwards of fifty miles on 
his — estate, carried by his Indi- 
ans, and breakfasting, dining, and 
sleeping at his lordly haciendas, while 
the route marked out for our return 
would bring us to others, one of which 
was er than any we had seen. 
The family of Peon, under the Spanish 
dominion, had given governors to the 

nt of inde ence, present 
head, a staunch Royalist, retired in 


st from all kinds of employee To 


and the whole of the large family em 
tates by the. Senora 


freshed, we set Out for 
ine led throngs 


to the 


additions uud 
his family never visited 
for a few da 


re 


N 
Lord,” revered by the 


first objec'.that attract 
of our guide. 


‘ 

f 


In 


were ed b 
Dona Joaguina. v ntortunstely, Don 


Lea 
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ness of the blessings of the ingi 
; of Jesus | dent B. You 
is my prayer in the name Jesus 
Christ. Anien. | enediction. 
EXTRACT FROM STEPHENS AND CATHER WOODS © 
Dll On the 
over, owing of the 
our awkward sac ile | 
the end of this triamplel 
dreadfully jaded AL 
tio and we er dism Fo 
‘ 
ne hacienda of Uxmal was, 
with a greater appe 
and at a dist ance 
been given to Don Simon by 
| 
and he 
pose I sould. not wncEeivs 
cattle-yard in front, . 
th green ' 
water around, some WIth 
tion on top, and 
too hich conse 
hac its church, ¥ 
vants at Merida, 
was OU: lis > 
took at once fo our hammooki 
| 
Mr. C., being 
ALA 
nce upon 
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“Ings “on terraces, and 

structures, grand and in Lyme pre- 
servation, richly ornamented, without 
s bush to obstruct the view, and in 
picturesque effect e!most equal to the 
:ruins of Thebes; for these, standing 
on the flat valley of the Nile, and ex- 
tending on both sides of the river, 
nowhere burst in one view upon the 
sight. Such was the report I made to 
Mr. Catherwood on my return, who, 
lying in his hammeck unwell and out 
of spirits, told me I was romancing ; 
but early the next morning we were 
‘on the ground, ana his comment was 
‘that the reality exceeded my descrip- 
tion. 

The place of which I am now speak- 
ing, was beyond all doubt once a large, 
populous and highly civilized city, 
an the reader can nowhere find one 
word of it on any page of history. 
Who built it, why that spot was 
‘chosen, away from water or any of 
those natural advantages which have 
determined the sites of cities whose 
histories are known, what led to its 
abandonment and destruction, no man 
can tell. The only name by which it 
is known is that of the hacienda, on 
which it stands. In the oldest deed 
belonging to the Peon family, which 
goes back 140 years, the buildings are 
referred to, in the boundaries of the 
estate, as Las Casas de Piedra. This 
is the only ancient document or record 
In existence in which the place is 
mentioned at all, and there are no 
traditions, except the wild supersti- 
tions of Indians in regard to particu- 
lar buildings. The ruins were all ex- 
humed ; within the last year the trees 
had been cut down and burned, and 
the whole fidld of ruins was in view, 
‘enclosed by the woods and planted 
with corn. 

We passed a most interesting and 
laborious day, and at evening returned 
to the hacienda, to mature our plans 
for a thorough exploration ; but, un- 
fortunately, during the night Mr. 
Catherwood, I believe affected by the 

immensity of the work, had a violent 
attack of fever, which continued upon 
him in the morning, with a prospect 
of serious illness. | 
-. In the afternoon Mr. Catherwood’s 
‘fever left him, ‘but in a very low state. 
The hacienda was’ unhealthy at this 


ployed. 


EXTRACTS. 


season ; the great troughs and tanks 
of water around the house were 
and, with the regular afternoon rains, 
induced fatal fevers. Mr. Cather- 
wood’s constitution was already severe 
ly shattered. Indeed, I became 
rmed, and’ considered it indispen- 
sable for him to leave the haci 
and, if possible, the country altoge- 
ther. To carry out other plans, we 
intended at all events to return. We 
made a calculation that, by setting 
ont the next morning, we could reach 
the Spanish brig in time to embark 
for Havana, and in ten minutes’ con- 
sultation we determined to break up 
and go home. Immediately we com- 
municated our purpose to the major- 
domo, who ascended to the belfry of 
the church and called a coach, to be 
ready at two o’clock the next morning. 
In the meantime I returned for one 
more view of the ruins. Mr. Wal- 
deck’s work on these ruins had ap- 
ared before we left the United 
tates. It was brought out in Paris, 
in a large folio edition, with illustra- 
tions fancifully and beautifully colored, 
and contains the result of a year’s 
residence at Merida, and eight days 
at Uxmal. At the time of his visit 
the ruins were overgrown with trees, 
which within the last year had been 
cleared away, and the whole was laid 
bare and exposed to view. In attempt- 
ing a description of these ruins, 50 
vast a work rises up before me that I 
am at a loss where to begin. Arrested 
on the very threshold of our labors, 
I am unable to give any general plan ; 
but, fortanately, the whole field was 
level, clear of trees, and in full sight 
at once. The first view stamped & 
indelibly upon my mind, and Mr. 
Catherw single day was well em- 


The first object that arrests the eye 
on emerging from the forest, is a large 
building situated on our right. Drawn 
off by mounds of ruins and piles of 
gigantic buildings, the eye returns and 
again fastens upon this lofty structure. 
It was the first building I entered. 
From its front doorway I counted 
sixteen elevations, with broken walls 
and mounds of stones, and vast 


magnificent edifices, which at that dis- 
tance seemed untouched time 
doorway 


defying ruin. I stood in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 9 


when the sun went do _ throwing 
from the buildi a ous sha- 
dow, darkening the terraces on which 
they stood, and presen a scene 


strange enough for a work of enchant- 
t. 


men 

This building is 68 feet long. The 
elevation on which it stands is built 
up solid from the plain, entirely arti- 
ficial. Its form is not pyramidal, but 
oblong and rounded, being 240 feet 
long at the base, and 120 broad, and 
it is protected all around, to the very 
top, by a wall of square stones. Per- 
haps the high ruined structures at 
Palenque, which we have called pyra- 
midal, and which were so ruined that 
we could not make them out exactly, 
were originally of the same shape. On 
the east side of the structure is a broad 


range of stone steps, between 8 and 9 
inches high, and so steep that great 
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ottom, At 
summit of the steps 


@ 


end a doorway ope 
ment 18 feet long and 9 wide, 

between the two isa third apartment 
of the same width, and 34 feet. long: 
The whole building is of stone ; inside, 


the walls are of 8 ee smoothness ; 
8 


outside, up to the height of the door, 


the stones are plain and square; 
above this line there is a rich combice 


or moulding, and from this to the 
of the building all the sides are cove 
with rich and, elaborate sculptu 


ornaments, forming’a sort of arabesque. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


oy 


Ups 
ame 
aq 
wg 


SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1866. 
JV IMPORTANCE OF COUNSEL. 
AMonG the important things, ordained of God for the perfecting of the Saints, 


is CounsEx, delivered through the inspiration of the Holy Ghost by his ser- — 
vants. Counsel, when thus imparted, is the word of the Lord, the mind of the 

Lord, the will of God, to all those to whom it is given. The Saints, by virtue 
of their covenants and relationships in the kingdom, are under the moet sacred 
obligations, to receive and strictly obey such counsels. If the counséle of tie. 
Priesthood of God will condemn the disobedient world, how much more WwHh>: 
they condemn the disobedient among the Saints. Oounsels are sometinies 
given upon matters which may be considered of small moment; at other timés 4 
they may relate to subjects of vast importance: they are often, not only givem | am 
ject, hut to prove the sad 


to accomplish some great and beneficent ob 
‘of God, will riot 


integrity of the children of the kingdom. he 
He who will net hearken to the powers ordained : a 
to God himself : and he who will despise counsel in small things, cannot be Gam 
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EDITORIAL. 


considered trustworthy in matters of greater moment. When ancient Israel 
were counselled to build no fires in their camp on the Sabbath day, one among 
them looked upon it as a matter of not much importance, and ventured to dis- 
Obey ; but the Lord was angry, and sentenced him to death. When Samuel 
told Saul the king of Israel to wait for him seven days, and he would then 
come and offer an offering, the king no doubt thought, as some in these days 
think, that the counsel was of no great moment, and ventured to vary a little 
from the same ; but the consequences were, that the kingdom was wrested out 
of his hands and given to another. A great Prophet in Israel, on a certain 
occasion, was counselled to eat no bread, and drink no water in a certain place; 
but another Prophet, to test the fidelity of the first, tempted him to disobey 
the counsel, for which disobedience he was slain by a lion, (See 1 Kings, ziii 
chap.) Numerous examples might be cited, wherein great and fearfal evils 
came upon those who were careless or presumptuous in regard to counsels im- 
parted by men of God, having authority. 

Latter-day Saints ! should not those ancient examples of disobedience, and 
the swift judgments which immediately followed, deter you from pursuing the 
same dangerous path? You must not think, for one moment, that God has 
changed. Disobedience to-day is just as offensive to Him, as it was when 
committed anciently. If you are counselled to attend the meetings, and refuse 
without a reasonable excuse, to comply, you are under condemnation. If you 
are counselled to arise before a congregation and speak, and neglect to do so, 
you grieve the Spirit of God. If you are told to pray in your families, and 
refuse, you have sinned. If you are instructed at a meeting, either for wor- 
ship, or fora public concert, to conduct yourselves with gentility, and not 
scatter nut-shells and orange peelings over the floor, and you regard the 
counsel lightly, and consider it of too small importance to have any bearing 
upon your minds, and disobey, you prove before God and his people that you 
are unworthy to be entrusted with counsels upon matters of a higher import- 
ance. If you are counselled to lay aside the use of tobacco, beer, whiskey, 
d&c., and save the money, which is foolishly expended for these injurious 
articles, for the righteous purpose of gathering home to Zion, how great will 
be your condemnation in rejecting this good advise. When you have -neans, 
or can procure sufficient means, to flee with your families from among the 
wicked, and you delay from year to ‘year, your sin is great; you treat the 
word of God, and the counsels of his servants, as things of naught. 

_ When you are notified to go on a particular ship, and suffer trifling excuse 

to prevent you from complying with the wishes or counsels of those who are 
appointed to guide you for your present and eternal welfare, you grieve the 
Spirit; you bring darkness on your minds; you greatly weaken your own 
faith ; you subject yourselves to the tempter, and before you are aware, if this 
course is continued, yuu are in the highway of apostacy. 

When do you expect to do the will of God as it is done in heaven, if you 
continue to set at naught those things so often taught you by the faithful 
servants of God? There are hundreds of Saints now in these lands, who, if 
they had not been disobedient to counsel, might have been gathered with the 
Saints years ago. But they have tarried, and the good Spirit has; in.» gres 
Measure, left them, and their children have grown up among the wicked, and 


> 
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have partaken of the spitit 6? "the"world, ite’ the Church. Whe 
answer for these things We zeply, disobedient parenta;: those 


careless, who have mot exerted themselves, according to. the sumendusmoanedis 
of the servants of the Most High. Awake! Oh Saints of Latter-days 
from yonr dreaming! Begin in earnest te learn the will of God; and ohepaae 7 
same. Put forth your energies in the strength and power of Israeli 
free yourselves from the bondage of these wicked mations. Help yourselves, 
and God will help you ; for you are his people, and he is your God. ae ae 
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Brigham Young, jun., arrived in Liverpool, 
company with Elder John W. Young, at 3 o’clock a.m., on Wednesday the 2068 
inst., from Hamburgh, where he had been on business connected with tie 
Scandinavian Emigration, having satisfactorily accomplished the object of 


his visit. 


THE MISSION OF “MORMONISM.” 
(From the Western Standard.) 


Since the early days of ‘‘ Mormonism,” its complete overthrow and aunihiia= 
tion have been regarded by many as the inevitable consequences of cartam 
contingencies which were expected sooner or later to arise. For istaness 
while the Prophet Joseph was alive, it was thought that his cunningandéie 
extraordinary faculty that he had of governing and controlling men, ‘were the 
qualities that kept the system and its followers together. Let dissentions 
spring up in their midst and bis power be broken, said his. enemies, andythe 
system will speedily fall to pieces, and its adherents be scattered’; or let iim: 
be killed, and the fate of ‘‘ Mormonism” will be for the historian to Tecoma, oa 
while he hands down to future posterity another striking instance of-the (am 
credulity of our race and the wonderful effects of delusion. But how’ plainiy am 
the history of the past twelve or thirteen years has proved that they weremas) "us 
gifted with prescience! Dissensions sprung up, the Prophet was 
but the system neither fell to pieces nor lost its power. The: truth of the # 
adage, {hat ‘man proposes but God disposes,” was fully illustrated ;-for the 
identical measures through which they proposed to check the progress of 
‘‘Mormonism,” proved the means of accelerating it. ts me 

The experience of the past, however, has failed to teach the majority of ‘the a 
world that ‘‘ Mormonism” is entirely independent of contingencies for st ee 
success, and combinations of cireumstances for its perpetuity: \ «They! are-atlk 
waiting for ‘‘ something to tarn up” which will bring ‘about'the consummation — 
so long and hopefully desired. No sign of trouble in ‘‘Mormondom” escapee; 
their notice ; a drowning man clutches at a straw no more eagerly thas thitee - 
individuals do at everything that affords the, shadow of. hope, that.-dheneg: a 
is likely to be a difficulty or dissension ambng that people,» 
they allude to the subject, they write and speak as though the: hime for 
they had been so anxionsly waiting for twénty-seven years; ‘had: 
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284 | ‘THE MISSION OF “‘MORMONISM,” 


arrived ; the event had transpired which was to prove the initiatory step to 
the final destruction and overthrow of “Mormonism.” ‘Hopefully and glee- 
fully they hail it, dilate upon it, and foretell its consequences,—but, alas! for 
their expectations, only to be again disappointed. These expectants of the 
destruction of “‘ Mormonism,” however, are never discouraged. They have, 
to them, a happy faculty of being able to fully ignore the increase and continual 
development of ‘‘ Mormonism.” ‘‘ Mormonism” as a general thing, in their 
imaginings, is going down, falling into disrepute among its believers, and 
trembling beneath the blows which it is receiving from some source or other. 
They hug this delusive phantasy to their bosom; and continue to hope on, 
hope ever, though, by the appearance of everything around them, they ought 
to be convinced that their expectations are unfounded. 

The present position and power of ‘‘ Mormonism,” is neither attributable to 
advantitious circums:ances, nor to the wisdom and power of man. God willed 
that it should do what it has done and is doing, and He overruled everything 
for the accomplishment of these things. Men err when they attribute the 
rapid increase and spread of ‘‘ Mormonism,” to the persecution alone which it 
has received, or to the fiery zeal of its propagators. And they also err when 
they think that even dissensions among its adherents will produce its dissolu- 
tion. Should every report which has of late been put in circulation relative to 
dissensions and trouble which are said to exist in Utah, be true, what would 
it prove? Would it prove ‘‘ Mormonism” false ? Would it be any evidence 
that “‘ Mormonism” would not fill the high and glorious mission assigned it! 
We waut every man—particularly those who are watching so eagerly for 
trouble and dissension among the Latter-day Saints, with the hope that they 
will prove their destruction—to understand that we are looking for all these 
things. Every Latter-day Saint who embraced ‘‘ Mormonism” understand- 
ingly, has made his calculations on having trouble to contend with. He knows 
that the Gospel net gathers fish of every kind, both good and bad; that the 
tares and wheat will grow together until the harvest; he, therefore, expecis 
to see those who do not practice what they have embraced, dissent and aposta- 
tize from time to time, aud seck to produce the destruction of those who will 
do right, and are determined to cling to the truth. False brethren were oue 
of the great trials that the Saints of old had to contend with ; and, moreover, 
the dissenters were more embittered than those who had never known the 
truth. Dissensions did uot, however, invalidate the truth of the Gospel then, 
neither will they now. 

‘It is no evidence whatever that ‘‘ Mormonism” is untrue, or that it is about 
to fall to pieces, because men dissent from it, and seek its destruction and the 
lives of those who adhere to it. As well might men argue that because Lucifer 
and the third part of the hosts of heaven dissented and rebelled against the 
Father, that, therefore, the principles by which the hosts of heaven are g°¥ 
erned, are untrue, or that the association into which they are formed will fall 
to pieces. ‘‘ Mormonism,”’ as it is termed, is true; its principles are indes- 
tructible ; they have been revealed from the heavens to the children of earth, 
never to be again withdrawn,—they have a mission to perform, and they must 
triumph, for God has spoken it... .We do not preach the adherents of these 
principles unto mankind, for they are human, and subject to all the weak- 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


pure and perfect, and will bestow all these attributes upon those. who: will 
practice them aright. Whether, then, we live or die, are persecuted: oF 
honored, have dissensions and dissenters to contend with, or smooth, madi 
turbed progress before us, the fiat has irrevocably gone forth, that.“ Mormon- 
ism” must live until the earth is filled with its principles and effecta. The 


people are upon the earth, who are to be the instrnments in the hands of Gedy 


with their posterity, to bring about all these resulw. We can be that people; 
if we will; bat if we will not consent to be, and will dissent, rebel, or mot 
carry out these principles, another people will be raised up to do this Work: 
But all mankind may rest assured of this one thing,—that ‘‘ Mormonism” will 
never be overthrown. They wait in vain for ‘‘ something to turn up” shat 
will destroy it. The massacre of Joseph Smith and of hundreds of men, women 
and children, did not do it; mobbings, oppression and wholesale expulsion 
entirely failed ; neither will the death of any other man, nor hundreds: of 
men, nor the dissensions or apostacy of any number, however numerous, bring 


about its destruction. 


nesses of humanity ; but we teach the principles themselves. They are holy. i 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
ENGLAND. ded the Welsh District Conference, at 


BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT. 
Birmingham, April 20, 1866. 
President Brighati Young, jun. 

Dear Brother, —In giving you an 
account of my labors for the last two 
or three months, I will commence by 
saying that after our District Confe- 
rence held at Manchester, on the 18th 
of February last, I devoted a few 
days to visiting the different Branches 
of the Church in that very pleasant 
district, and at the same time taki 
leave of the kind Saints, previous to 
my coming to this part of a: 
dom. It is with pleasure that I loo 
back upon my year’s labor in the Man- 
chester District, and the hundreds of 
kind Saints whose acquaintances I 
made while there; and that the bles- 
sings of heaven may continue with 
them, is my earnest prayer. 

I arrived here on the Ist day of 

h, in time to attend she opening 
meeting at our pleasant Jittle chape 
in Farm Street, where I was welcomed. 
by the Saints of this Branch, as I have 
been by all others throughout .the 


District, as far as I have been, Ac- }f*glad 
cepting the kind invitations of your- jm 
and brother Abel Eyans, I atten: 


Merthyr, on the 25th of March. . Of 
the excellent time at that large meat. 
ing, I need not speak, as you were 
present, and participated in the en- 
joyment of the day’s proceedings. 4, 
on Monday the 26th, after bidding 
you and brother O, Pratt good-bye at 


the railway station, in company with 
Roberts, 


brother E. Morris and G. 
visited the celebrated iron, workssat 
Dowlais, returning in the evening in 


time te the bellman 
throu e town, ** Meeting. in 


addressed by ‘Mormon’ ere 

Salt Lake,” which had the 
effect of bringing out.a | 
audience ; in whose com 

wards visited Mountain Ash 


At Bid 
brother Evans good-bye, and 


reasons to re 


sure the no : icing Eid 
ble, self 
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286 SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


I returned to Birmingham in time of William Shakespeare; the 
to attend our District meeting, held | Holy Trinity Church upon the hanks 
in the Oxford Street chapel, which was | of the Avon, containing his tomb, and 
indeed a Conference on a small scale. | all that remains of him that was mor- 
In the afterngon, the Authorities of | tal. 
the Church were sustained in the usval The Saints throughout the District 
manner, and Elder F. Platt finished | are enjoying usual good health and 
the services with an excellent discourse | spirits. ny are going home to 
on the blessings to be enjoyed by | Utah this season, and ure looking for- 
living in obedience to the laws of the | ward with joy for the time to come 

Gospel. The evening meeting was | when they can bid farewell to Eng- 
- addressed by Elders W. C. Gregg, | land’s shores; others are already lay- 
John Nicholson and myself. I have, | ing up means for another year, which 
as yet, only visited Stafford with bro- | is very commendable, for now is the 
ther Gregg ; but have just returned | time to prepare for the labors of the 
from a tour through the Warwickshire | future, not only in emigration, but in 
Conference, with brother H. P. Fol- | everything which is true and of good 
som. We enjoyed ourselves very | report. 
much, meeting with the Saints, who am, as I ever wish to be, thankful 
everywhere received us joyfully, ap- | to our Father who is in heaven, for 
preciating our counsels and instruc- | life and health, and all the blessings 
tions ; walking through this beautiful | which He has conferred upon his peo- 
county, with fine views of hills and | ple. The Elders in the District are in 
valleys, and villages and towns; | good health, and join me in kind love 
among the latter is Leamington, noted | to you and all in the Office. 
for aoe cleanliness, and its healing | Ever praying for your prosperity 
waters; Warwick for its being the shire | and happiness, as also for the house- 
town, and containing one of the most | hold of faith in all the world, I remain 
noble old castles in the kingdom; | your brother in the Gospel, | 
Stratford-onAvon as being the birth- Apram Haren. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


America.—The political crisis in the United States is gradually presenting 4 
w phase. The Civil Rights Bill, which passed both Houses of Congress, and 
was Vetoed by the President, has been — over the President’s Veto, by 
the required two-thirds vote, by both Houses, and has therefore become a law. 
President Johnson bears his Congressional defeat with characteristic resolution 
and composure, but holds to the correctness of his policy with an unwavering 
firmness. The Radicals having, at least for the time being, thwarted the Pre- 
sident’s Reconstruction Policy, find themselves in a very awkward — 
being compelled to make the next move on the political chess-board ; 
until the i shall decide upon the vital question in dispute between the 
Presitient and his opponents, the Legislature cannot, by any action on their 
part, put an end to the dead-lock which at present exists.—Fenianism : It 
stated on the highest authority, that orders have been given by the Govern- 
ment, of a nature to prevent any organized expedition of Fenians setting 00t 
for Canada, or anywhere else. The Government is desirous of avoiding coming 
into conflict with the Fenians, so long as it possibly can, but it will not suffer 
ae of the laws of neutrality to be attempted. Measures have been 
to carry out this intention of the Government, and it is believed that Mr. 
Stanton, and one other member of the Cabinet, are alone in 
course. Mr. Stanton would let the Fenians make war how shay sonael 
even give them help, 80 inténse is his bitterness towards Eng , on account 
of its alleged violation of neutrality during the late war. t the Cabinet 
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so soon as the Fenians give it sufficient cause to interfere. wal 
Evrors.—Berlin, April 26—The semi-offiicial Nord- 
Zeitung of this evening says the increased armaments of Austria the 
disarmament of the Prussian forces. Should Austria attack Italy, Pie 
could not consent to see the Italian army disabled. Austria must reduee Ber - 
military establishments to a peace footing on the Italian as well as on the — 
Prussian frontier, or must otherwise expect an increase of the Prussia 
armaments. The Borsenzeitung of this evening says thé Avistrian despatsh 
delivered here to-day states that Austria has not immediately toduarm i (as 
on account of the fresh, complications which have arisen with Italy. The ~~“ 
Nord publishes the following despach, dated St. Petersburg, April 25 :—**The s 
name of the person who made the attempt against. the Emperor's. life ia 
Dimitry-Karokoson. He was born in the government of Sarolof,im the dis- 
trict of Serdobsk, where his father possessed a small pro . He studied at 
the University of Moscow. He is of a hypocon aud misantbropical 
disposition. He is weary of life, and holds the most advanced 
opinions. He once attempted to commit suicide. The Invade Russegives an 3 
account of a review, on a great scale, which took place on the 18th, inthe — “am 
Champ-de-Mars of St. Petersburg, “‘everyone” says the journal, bemg 98 
anxious to see with his own eyes the adored monarch, and to testify the feeling 
of boundless affection and devotion for the Emperor,’ of which Russian people a 
are so justly proud. The people who lined the streets made the sign of the 
cross as the Emperor passed along, that the expression of the sincere } 
of a people happy in seeing the sovereign whom they love and venerate saved | 
from the peril with which he was i TNE 


VARIETIES. 


He who subdues his passion is more heroic than he who subdues an enemy; yet there am 
are men, who while they command nations, are slaves to pleasure. an 
Nothing makes societies so fair and lasting, as the mutual endearment. of each other 
by good offices ; and never did any man a good turn to his brother, but at cag: ime or | 
other did eat the fruit of it. nye ote 

A formal fashionable visitor thus addressed a little girl: ‘‘ How are Lgeadlag Base oe. 
‘Very well, I thank you,” she replied. The visitor added, ‘‘ Now, my ;you “sa 
ask me how lam.” The child simply and honestly replied, ‘‘1 don’t wantt® 

Ww re 


Tar Rute Passtox.—A great financial reformer is so devoted to figures, that. oz 
when he has nothing else to do, he casts up his eyes. | by a 


ScRaTCHING CHIckENs.—A Pennsylvanian prevents chicken from 
strikes the ground, throwing the fowl forw Repeated efforts to scratch will amma = 
Vorp.—An eminent special pleader visited the theatre; when the: play 


enacted was ‘‘ Macheth.”’ In a scene where Macbeth, questionin the witches 39 
cavern, says, ‘‘ What i’st you do?” they answer, deed wi 


struck 
it’s void.” 


cellars. The wine had not arrived, but the great maestro was not & man to allow 2 ees 
. Accordingly oa to 
reminder :— 


VARIETIES. 
ntrolled by wiser men, and vernmen do what 
2 
KING THE Composer.—It appears that the memory ef kings is as 
ss that of ordinary mortals. His Majesty King Luiz, of . Portugal) promise’ 
royal 
pror 
t not arrived. Yous majesty has) certainly mot 
‘overeigns never forget; bat allow me to remind you that I am old, and tam ” 
there is no time to be lost,” Sees 


